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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set • 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 -7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Wu 
(US 7,154,880), in view of Tagg et al (US Patent Application, Pub. No.: US 
2005/0286466 A1). 

2. In regards to claim 1 , Wu discloses discloses a first local telephone system (See 
Fig. 2 and PSTN 70); a first communication module (See Fig. 2 and data access 
arrangement {DAA} 17) connected to the first local telephone system and connected to 
the Internet (Fig. 2 and digital network 80) through a first dynamic IP address, the first 
communication module capable of converting voice signals received from the first local 
telephone system to voice packets for transmission over the Internet and capable of 
restoring voice packets received through the Internet into voice signals; a second local 
telephone system (e.g., PBX); and a second communication module (See Fig. 2 and 
SLIC 14) connected to the second local telephone system and connected to the Internet 
through a second dynamic IP address, the second communication module capable of 
converting voice signals received from the second local telephone system to voice 
packets for transmission over the Internet and capable of restoring voice packets 
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received through the Internet into voice signals (See col. 3-4 lines 55-25); and a host 
(See Fig. 2 and CPU 18) connected to the Internet through a static IP address, the host 
capable of controlling voice packet traffic between the first communication module and 
the second communication module (See col. 4 lines 26-50). Wu, however, does not 
disclose a roaming communication system. Tagg, however, does disclose a roaming 
telecommunication system (See Abstract, Fig. 23, and pg. 12, paragraph [0217] - 
[0218]). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate this feature within the system, as a way of providing 
the device with the capability of determining the connection methodologies available to 
it and its relative merits, and then connecting to the host using the best available 
standards. 

3. In regards to claim 2, Wu discloses, wherein the first communication module is a 
data access arrangement (DAA) module (See Fig. 2 and DAA 17), the first local 
telephone system is a public switched telephone network (PSTN) (See Fig. 2 and PSTN 
70), and the DAA module is connected to the PSTN through at least one phone line 
(See Fig. 2 and RJ-11 connecting port/third connecting port 13) (See col. 4 lines 1-3). 

« 

Tagg discloses the roaming communication system (See Abstract, Fig. 23, and pg. 12, 
paragraph [0217] - [0218]). 

4. In regards to claim 3, Wu discloses, wherein the second communication module 
is a subscriber line interface circuit (SLIC) module and the second local telephone 
system is a private branch exchange (PBX) (See col. 3 lines 55-64). Tagg discloses the 
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roaming communication system (See Abstract, Fig. 23, and pg. 12, paragraph [0217] - 
[0218]). 

5. In regards to claim 6, Wu discloses, wherein the host comprises a network 
private branch exchange (PBX) for managing telephone connections (See col. 4 lines 
26-33). Tagg discloses the roaming communication system (See Abstract, Fig. 23, and 
pg. 12, paragraph [0217] - [0218]). 

6. In regards to claim 7, Wu discloses, wherein the host comprises a server 
connected to the network PBX for controlling data traffic (See col. 4 lines 34-50). Tagg 
discloses the roaming communication system (See Abstract, Fig. 23, and pg. 12, 
paragraph [0217] - [0218]). 

7. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wu (US 7,154,880), in view of Tagg et al (US Patent Application, Pub. No.: US 
2005/0286466 A1), and further in view of Alexis (US Patent Application, Pub. No.: Us 

2006/0128376 A1). 

8. In regards to claim 4, Wu and Tagg disclose all of claim 4 limitations, except 
wherein the first (See Fig. 2B and DAA 36) and second (See Fig. 2B and SLIC 20) 
communication modules are each connected to the Internet through a network cable 
according to IEEE 802.3 protocol. Alexis, however, discloses the use of IEEE 802.1 1 
protocol (See pg. 12, paragraph [0192]). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the IEEE 802.3 
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protocol within the system, as a way of connecting a device(s) to the Internet or any 
other data network. 

9. In regards to claim 5, Wu and Tagg disclose all of claim 5 limitations, except 
wherein the first and second communication modules are each wirelessly connected to 
the Internet through an access point, the first and second communication modules 
wirelessly communicate with the respective access points according to an IEEE 802.1 1x 
protocol. Alexis, however, discloses wherein the first (See Fig. 2B and DAA 36) and 
second (See Fig. 2B and SLIC 20) communication modules are each wirelessly 
connected to the Internet through an access point (See Fig. 14, access point 1406 and 
Fig. 19A access point 1900), the first and second communication modules wirelessly 
communicate with the respective access points according to an IEEE 802.1 1x protocol 
(See pg. 14, paragraph [0256]; pg. 15, paragraph [0260] - [0263]; and pg. 15, 
paragraph [0272] - [0273]). 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ng et al (Us 6,424,647) teach a method and apparatus for 
making a phone call connection over an Internet connection. Shnitzer et al (US 
7,061 ,901) teach a data network and PSTN telephony system. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan P. Knowlin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

• - 
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1 2. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

13. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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PATENT EXAMINER 
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